
My name is Don Coleman. My wife, Debbie, and I own a home in The Villages. While I am not 
normally inclined to ‘toot my own horn’, I have been informed that I must submit a ‘bio’ in order 
to be eligible to run for the MPMA  board.  So….here goes: 
 
While being home schooled as the son of missionaries in Singapore and Indonesia, my father 
taught my brothers and I basic mechanical, carpentry and plumbing skills - practical knowledge 
which has served me well throughout my life.  
 
In 1971 I graduated high school at Walla Walla Valley Academy. While a student at Walla Walla 
College I volunteered as a student missionary to Africa, where my partner and I installed and 
repaired electrical systems, generators, and water systems at three different mission schools 
and hospitals. 
 
As WWC had no formal aviation program at that time, I left WWC to enroll in the Aviation 
Business program at Mt. Hood Community College.  Although I received an A+ in accounting, I 
found that flying airplanes was much more interesting and challenging.   After becoming FAA 
certified I taught aviation/flying at AAR Western Skyways for several years before accepting an 
offer to fly a corporate aircraft for Advanced Control Technology in Oregon. 
 
In 1984 I applied for a pilot position and was accepted at Continental Airlines. Much of my 
aviation career was spent flying from Guam throughout Micronesia, Asia,  Australia, and the 
South Pacific. In 2007 we moved to the east coast where I spent the remainder of my flying 
career on the Boeing 777 on long range international flights to Asia, India, Europe, and the 
Middle East from the New York area.  
 
During my airline career I served as a pilot professional standards representative as well as a 
check airman. (I am qualified to fly the Boeing 727, 737, 757, 767, and 777).  I retired from 
United Airlines in 2017.  
 
I have been actively involved in the VGC since we purchased our home in 2010, serving on the 
MPMA board for several years and, most recently, on the Hawk Hill board of directors.  
 
Our MPMA  dues are much higher than needed. Over the years, hundreds of thousands of 
dollars have been spent unnecessarily. If elected to the board I will be an advocate for wiser 
spending decisions and LOWER (MPMA) DUES - while assuring that all VGC owned common 
property is properly cared for.   
 
I will also be a strong advocate for equal and fair treatment of all PUD property owners - and in 
accordance with the PUD’s recorded covenants. 


